By Jacques B. Doukhan

God

1. What does the Bible say about those who question God’s existence?
Foolish people say in their hearts, “There is no God”
(Psalm 14:1).
2. Why is it vain to try to prove God’s existence?
Before you created the world and the mountains were
made, from the beginning to the end you are God
(Psalm 90:2).
“The existence of God is presupposed in the Bible
from the very first sentence and no attempt is made to
prove it” (Gen 1:1) (R.J. Zwi Werblowsky and Geoffrey Wigoder, eds., The Oxford Dictionary of the Jewish
Religion. New York: Oxford University Press, 1997,
275).
3. What is the most frequently used phrase describing the reality of God?
God is alive (chay)
You can be sure that the Lord who saves Israel lives
(1 Samuel 14:39).
You will soon know that the living (chay) God is among
you... ( Joshua 3:10).
4. Why is it inappropriate to represent God?
Because God is unique and “ one one is like Him.”
So who will you compare God to? Is there any other God
like Him (Isaiah 40:18)?
A Talmudic story: Cesar said to R. Joshua ben Hanakiah, “ I want to see your God” He answered:“ You
cannot see Him” and pointing towards the sun (it was
summer), he, ( Joshua) said to him: “Look at him.” Cesar replied I cannot.” Joshua said: You say you cannot
look at him, for he blinds your eye; all the more so, it
is impossible to look at the Divine Presence” ( Bable,
Hul. 59b).
Lord and King, how great you are! There isn’t anyone
like you ( 2 Samuel 7:22).

18 SHABBAT SHALOM

5. Where is God?
He is everywhere!
Where can I escape from your spirit?
Where can I flee from your presence (Psalm 139:7)?
Look down from the holy place where You live in heaven… (Deuteronomy 26:15; cf. Psalm 113:5).
You are all around me. You are behind me and infront of
me…if I go up to the heavens, You are there. If lie down
in the depest parts of the earth, You are also there…
(Psalm 139:5-10).

6. How do the Hebrew Scriptures suggest that God
is a real personal being?
So God created man in His own image, in the image of
God He created him; male and female He created them
(Genesis 1:27).
The God of the Bible is not an abstract principle or
an ethereal power. He is described as a physical being
with hands (Genesis 49:24; Psalm 75:8-10), a nose
(Isaiah 65:5), and a mouth (Deuteronomy 8:3). God
is as real and personal as man is. He walks (Deuteronomy 20:4; Genesis 3:8), speaks (Genesis 17:22; Isaiah
65:12), fights (Genesis 32:22-32; Exodus 14:14, 25),
and even touches (Genesis 2:7; Genesis 32:25; Psalm
23:5).
7. What are the two Hebrew names given to God
to express the idea of His transcendence and His
immanence?
In the Beginning, God (Elohim) created the heavens and
the earth (Genesis 1:1).
Then the Lord (YHWH) God formed a man. He made
him out of the dust of the ground. He breathed the breath
of life into him. And the man became a living person
(Genesis 2:7).
The name Elohim, from the same root alah (“strength,”
“preeminence”), expresses the idea of God’s transcendence (supremacy) (see Genesis 1). The name of
YHWH is generally translated “My Lord” (Adonay)
and is called Ha-Shem (“the name”). In Jewish tradi-

tion, it comes from the root hayah (“to be,”“to exist,”“to
speak”), and expresses the idea of God’s immanence
(closeness) (see Genesis 2; cf. Exodus 3:14).
According to the ancient rabbis, the name Elohim
denotes the attribute of judgment and the name
YHWH that of mercy (Gen. R. 33:3). “The Holy
One, Blessed Be He, said to Moses: “You wanted to
know my name? I am called according to my actions.
When I judge the creatures, I am Elohim... and when
I have mercy with my world, I am called by the name
YHWH (Ex. R. 3:6).
8. What is the meaning of “One” (echad), in the
shema?
Hear O Israel! the Lord is our God, the Lord is one
(Deuteronomy 6:4). Note: The Hebrew word echad
for “One”or “alone”(JPS Translation) implies “unity”,
not “singularity” (an idea that is normally rendered
by the Hebrew word yachid, see for instance Genesis
22:2).
Biblical examples:
Genesis 1: 5 There was evening, there was morning,
day one (yom echad)
Genesis 2:24 man shall leave his father and mother and
be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh
(basar echad).
9. What is the purpose of the affirmation“God is
One”?
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, and with all your might, and these
words which I command you today shall be in your
heart (Deuteronomy 6: 5-6).
There is no other god besides me...for I am God, and
there is no other...To me every knee shall bow and every
tongue swear allegiance (Isaiah 43: 21-23). The purpose of the shema is not to give a theological creed
describing the nature of God; it is rather to appeal to
Israel’s exclusive allegiance to God.
10. Is the God of the Christians in the New Terstament different than the God of Israel in the Tanakh?
For us there is only one God (Theos: Elohim), the Father,
of whom are all things, and we for him; and one Lord
(YHWH/Adonay) Jesus Christ, through whom are all
things, and through whom we live (1 Corinthians 8:6).
Note that in this verse Paul reaffirms the classic Jewish view of the shema from which he takes the three
key words, 1) “God”, in Greek Theos which corresponds to the Hebrew Elohim; 2) “the Lord”, in Greek
Kurios, which corresponds to the Hebrew word

Adonay, referring to YHWH, and 3) “One”, in Greek
Eis, which corresponds to the Hebrew word Echad.
Note that the expression ego eimi (“I am”) used by Jesus in the Gospel of John (6:35; 8:12; 10:7; 10:11;
11:25; 14:6; 15:1) is the same as the declarations by
YHWH, “I am He” (ani hu, translated in Greek by
the Septuagint by the same words “ego eimi ”) in Isaiah 41:4; 43:10; 43:13; 46:4; 48:12; 52:6, and also the
same as the declaration by YHWH about Himself “I
am” or “I will be”(ehieh, translated in Greek by the Septuagint by the same words “ego eimi ” in Exodus 3:14).
All these correspondences between the language of
the Tanakh and that of the New Testament indicate
that Jesus and YHWH were the same person for the
early Jewish-Christians.
11. How did God reveal Himself to mankind?
In nature: The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies
proclaim the work of His hands (Psalm 19:1; cf. Psalm
139:13-15).
In history: I am the LORD your God. I brought you out
of Egypt. That is the land where you were slaves (Exodus
20:2; cf. Exodus 3:15).
In personal experiences: The Lord was gracious to
Sarah, just as He had said He would be. He did for Sarah
what He had promised to do. Sarah became pregnant.
She had a son by Abraham when he was old. He was
born at the exact time God had promised him... (Genesis
21:1-2; cf. Exodus 3:5-6; Daniel 6:22.).
12. How was God’s proximity experienced by Abraham?
Abraham looked up and saw three men standing nearby.
When he saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his
tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground. He said,
‘If I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass
your servant by’ (Genesis 18:2-3).
In v. 2, Abraham addresses the three individuals with
the word Adonay (My Lord) a name which usually
applies to God. In v. 3, although Abraham is speaking to the three individuals, he uses the second person
masculine singular beeyneyka (“in thy eyes”).
The men turned away. They went toward Sodom. But
Abraham remained standing in front of the Lord (Genesis 18:22).
The text suggests that the Lord was one of the three
“men,” since only two men went to Sodom (see Genesis 19:1).
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13. How was God’s proximity experienced by Jacob?
So Jacob was left alone. A man struggled with him until
morning (Genesis 32:24; cf. verses 28, 30).

but later, in the rest of the story, Moses speaks with
the Lord. Also, Gideon speaks sometimes with the
Lord, sometimes with the Angel of the Lord ( Judges
6:11 ff.).

14. How was God’s proximity experienced by the
people of Israel?
16. How does the Bible expect Israel and any huThe cloud and the temple: Then the cloud covered the
man creature to respond to this powerful and yet
Tent of Meeting. The glory of the Lord filled the holy
personal and loving God?
God desires that we know Him intimately. The Hetent. Moses couldn’t enter the Tent of Meeting because
brew verb yada (“know”) expresses the dynamics of
the cloud had settled on it. The glory of the Lord filled
the conjugal relationship (Genesis 4:1, 17; Genesis
the holy tent. The people of Israel continued their travels.
When the cloud lifted they did not start out. They stayed
19:8)
until the day it lifted (Exodus 40:34-36).
But here is what the one who brags should boast about.
From the verb shakan (“dwell”) associated with the
He should brag that he has understanding and knows
cloud is derived the work shekinah (“dwelling,” “pres(yada) me. I want him to know (yada) that I am the
ence”) which is used in the Targums and rabbinic
Lord ( Jeremiah 9:24).
writings to express the nearness of God to his people
(Ab 3:2; Nb. Rabbah 13:6).
17. Can we still believe in God after Auschwitz?
After his suffering experience Job said: My ears had
The sacrifice: For all time to come, the burnt offering
must be sacrificed regularly. Sacrifice it at the entrance
heard about you. But now my own eyes have seen you
( Job 42:5).
to the Tent of Meeting in my sight.
After his suffering expeThere I will meet you and speak to
“After Auschwitz, I do not believe
rience the Psalmist said:
you (Exodus 29:42).
that we can speak about God; we
The Hebrew word for sacrifice
Even though I walk through
haqrib (from the root qrb, “near”)
the darkest valley, I will not
can only … speak to God.”
means literally “to draw near.”
be afraid, for you are with
The Holy Spirit (ruah ha-qodesh): Then His people reme (Psalm 23:4).
After Auschwitz we do not believe in God as before.
membered what He did long ago. They recalled the days
In fact, after the suffering experience, we do not believe
of Moses and his people. They asked, “Where is the One
in God just because of who He is or because of what
who brought Israel through the Red Sea? Moses led them
we know. We believe in God in spite of our questions,
as the shepherd of his flock. Where is the One who put
in spite of what we do not know. God has become
His Holy Spirit among them” (Isaiah 63:11)?
more personal. God is no more a theory of whom we
The Hebrew word for “spirit” ruah means literally
speak; we have now learned to speak to Him.
“wind,” “air,” and suggests the subjective experience of
Elie Wiesel: “After Auschwitz, I do not believe that we
God within us just as the air we breathe.
can speak about God; we can only … speak to God”
(“Gespraech mit R. Boschert,” Sueddeutsche Zeitung,
15. What is the relation between the angel of the
October 28/29, 1989, quoted in Hans Kung, JudaLord and the Lord Himself?
It is the same Person:
ism: Between Yesterday and Tomorrow. New York: The
Continuum Publishing Company, 1995, 727, n. 44.).
By day the Lord went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud.
It guided them on their way. At night He led them with
a pillar of fire. It gave them light. So they could travel by
day or at night (Exodus 13:21).
The angel of God had been traveling in front of Israel’s
“ And you shall love the Lord” – that
army. Now He moved back and went behind them. The
means that you shall make the Lord
pillar of cloud also moved away from in front of them.
beloved.
Now it stood behind them ( Exodus 14:19).
Yoma, 87
Hagar met with the “Angel of the Lord” (Genesis 16:711), but later it is said that it is “the Lord who spoke to
her” (Genesis 16:13). Likewise, the Angel of the Lord
appears to Moses in the burning bush (Exodus 3:2),
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